CHAPTER XIV
THE   CAMPAIGN   OF   THE   HELDER
THERE was a close relation between the offer which General Charles Stuart had made to Moore and the "secret   expedition"  for  which   he  was ordered  to leave   Ireland.     That    relation  was   one  disastrous for England  and   for  Europe in its struggle against Napoleon.    Sir Charles Stuart, as he became on his capture of Minorca, had proposed a most admirable and   effective   scheme  for  employing  the  sea  power of Britain in the great contest against France.    Had the Ministry been able to grasp its importance, it is not at all impossible that the whole of the Marengo campaign would have had a different issue from that which  securely  seated   Napoleon  on  the   throne  of France.     Sir Henry Bunbury has very ably discussed the  question  in  the chapter  called   "Military   Preparations, 1800," pp. 57-82, but he does not seem to be aware that Sir Charles Stuart had asked*for Moore and the reinforcements with a view to a campaign in Italy as early as the last chapter of the Diary discloses, that is, in December 1798.    At this time Napoleon was still in Egypt.    He did not land in France till the 9th October  1799.     During his absence the French armies were everywhere sustaining defeats.    Suvaroff was carrying out some of his most brilliant campaigns. The Austrians, by his help, had nearly recovered Italy. Genoa and the  coast-line was all that remained to the French.    It is clear from the date of Brownrigg's
333I have a high opinion of his character and talents, but I cannot help regretting that I am kept from service so much more active and brilliant. It was reported some days ago that a squadron had sailed from the Texel with troops on board for this country. Expresses were sent to us to be on the look-out; I suspect this to be a false alarm.
